


Photographing the giant   planet
a smooth raw image. Always save this raw image so you 
can go back to it whenever you would like to in order to 
process the image again from scratch.

You then move onto the sharpening stage using the 
wavelet sliders. This is where it really comes down to 
personal choice in how you want the image to look. Slide 
the various slider bars off to the right and observe how 
they affect the image. Be careful not to over-sharpen 
the image creating excessive noise or artifacts. Once 
sharpened you can move the image into other programs 
such as Adobe Photoshop for other forms of processing 
such as smoothing or labeling the image (or assembling a 
colour image from the green and blue filtered images.)

Much useful science is done from amateur Jupiter 
imagery and I would encourage you to submit your 
images to the British Astronomical Association (BAA) or 
Association of Lunar and Planetary observers (ALPO) 
for further analysis (see Find out more).

Jupiter is a fascinating world that never grows tiring 
or dull. Even after countless hours spent imaging it over 
the last fourteen years I still get excited at the prospect 
of heading out to observe it. It is one of the few objects 
in the night sky that is both very dynamic and easily 
accessible to amateurs and the years ahead present 
UK observers with an ideal opportunity to see this 
magnificent world at its very best.

Damian Peach is a world-renowned astrophotographer, and is 
Assistant Director of the BAA Jupiter observing section.

www.astronomie.be/registax/

www.damianpeach.com/dvd.htm

www.britastro.org/jupiter

http://alpo-astronomy.org/

FIND OUT MORE

Damian’s instructional DVD on 
planetary imaging: 

Read Martin Mobberley’s book, 
Lunar and PLanetary Webcam 
User Guide, published by Springer 
(ISBN 978-1-846-28197-0).

T h e  B r i t i s h  A s t ro n o m i c a l 
Association’s Jupiter Section 
website: 

The Association of Lunar and 
Planetary Observers (ALPO) 
website: 

In-depth guides on using Registax 
are available at 
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■ Damian processing some of his Jupiter images using Registax.

      Jupiter on 20 
August 2011 taken by 
the author from his 
back garden in West 
Sussex. Io and its 
shadow are seen in 
transit with the Great 
Red Spot at bottom 
left.

▼ A Jupiter sequence ready for alignment in Registax 6. Note the red dots indicating the 
alignment points. 

▼


